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RICAL SKETCH OF MAYURBHANJ
Dr Jatindranath Singhdeb Sachan
Lecturer in History

urishing colonial state ' ; :
pstern Part of Mayurbt?;r?ril:zz ::: er;o;v it remains the largest District of Odisha. The North
id Jharkhand (Singhbhum Distriotl T g the provinces of West Bengal (Midnapur District)
8 South-West, It compri TICl. The district of Balasore lies to the East and Keonjhar to
g prises, within its boundaries, every variety of soil and scenery.
& Hi‘l’;"::: Phortlon of the District is covered by about 5,569 square kilometers of the
B Wicee H‘II *ghasan hill which rises to a height of 3824 feet is situated in the southern
s is one of th_e highest mountain peaks of Odisha. The other important hills are
cl'_lampa. Gorumahisani, Badampahar, Chahala and Balidiha. These mountain ranges
Istrict are at present becoming more and more vulnerable to denudation and increased

ex stio n The whole group of central hill ranges and the plains sloping to the east and west
- ofthese hills are covered by a sal belt and dense forests.

5 Mayurbhanj is mainly watered by the river Budhabalanga, the Kharkai, the Salandi and
f'-numerous others tributaries rising from the Similipal hills which fall into the Baitarani, the

- Budhabalanga and the Subarnarekha, which adorns the District as a piece of hem
embroidered with gold bordering Jharkhand and West Bengal.

The vast tracts of jungles and the group of hills present a striking contrast to the smiling
plains of Bengal where every inch of ground yields some produce to the cultivator. But nature
has compensated for this not simply buy lavishing her with beautry but also by bestowing a
portion of her minerals and forest wealth, the exploitation of which contributes considerably to
the income of the state. The minerals are iron ores, titaniferrous and vanadiferrous (yellow
ochre), mica, magnetite, galena (lead ore), China clay, kainite, asbestos, Steatite and Quartz-
ite.
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Gold is washed (sieved out) in the Subarnarekha River on the border of Mayurbhan]
and in the Khadkhai and Barahai rivers in the Bamanghati Subdivision. The deposits of gold
at the head waters of the rivers provide a source of livelihood to a limited number of gold
washers of the state.

The traditional Jhumar Songs of the Mayurbhanj provide further support to this unusual
way of mining gold. K

“Sabanlekha Nadi sonapaha jadi
Nitidinago Nadi kinarai
Dinganigo hame deba bitay
Chalayne chali mutha mutha bali
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LOVE

Q mir 2l -
Samirananda Deb Goswami

+3, 2 Year, Arts

Love that is perfected

always trusts,
Love always hopes

always perseveres.
Love bears all things

believes all things
Love hopes all things

endures all things.
Love neverends,

Love never fails.

LY ROSE

L % LOVE Manasmita Mal

+3.1% Year, Arts

Oh my lovely Rosé

How sweet are you
My heart dances with cheer

When | see you
Your sweet scent

and lovely colour
Fillus all

with joy and pleasure.
If God be kind

We all can be

As sweet and lovely
As bright as Rose is.
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